
  
Vol. 26 January – March 2021 No. 1 

   

President’s Message 
Larry Skinner 
 

I really hope you did better during the  

February 2021 freeze than I did – four and 

a half days without power, a generator that 

wouldn’t start, and a frozen “money pit” 

(swimming pool) that I felt I needed to bust up the 

ice from four to five times a day to keep it from 

cracking.  Fortunately, no busted pipes, even though 

the “rolling blackout” got stuck in my 

neighborhood.  Also lost twenty-two shrubs, but 

hey, we survived and the clowns at ERCOT and the 

PUC all got canned, so we’re just thankful it’s in 

the past.  Oh yeah, no more ethanol in my generator 

- not ever! 

On a sad note, a member of our Executive 

Committee, Leroy Buchanan, passed away 

unexpectedly in January.  Leroy and I worked 

together for many years in Facilities, and he was a 

very reliable volunteer -- always willing to lend a 

hand at the Texas Trust Credit Union, the Vought 

Retiree Club, or community service.  He was a kind 

soul who was always in a good mood, never angry, 

and things just won’t ever be the same without him. 

Hope you’ve been able to get your Covid 

vaccinations.  Don’t even tell me you don’t plan to 

get them!  Brenda and I got our first shots in 

December and the second in January, but are still 

practicing social distancing and wearing masks, 

even though Texas has kinda been opened back up.  

I’m a firm believer in the “herd immunity” theory, 

and won’t breathe easy until the medical experts 

declare that a sufficient number of the population 

has been vaccinated/infected.  But what do I know?  

I still refer to it as the China Virus and believe it 

was concocted in a lab in the little Chinese town of 

Wuhan (population 8.5 million!).  Was it released 

intentionally?  Hmmmm, which country has 

actually benefitted from it?  Or not. 

Had to haul brush to the Grand Prairie landfill 

several times last week, which takes me down 14th 

Street and Jefferson Street (Blvd.?) alongside the 

old plant.  Couldn’t help but wonder, once again, 

what they plan on doing with the remaining 

buildings.  Haven’t really tried to find out, but if 

anybody knows, I’d appreciate you letting me 

know.  By the way, judging from the jimmied doors 

and broken glass, looks to me like some vagrants 

may have taken up residence in Building 7 - 

probably plenty of critters in there too.  Still makes 

me sad.  

Still looking favorable for having our annual BBQ 

sometime this Fall. 

Here’s hoping you enjoy your Springtime, and are 

able to get out and about real soon! 

Larry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 
by Ann Christmas 

The Retiree Club has been notified since our last 

newsletter of the following deceased members.  

Our sincere sympathy goes out to the families of 

those listed.  Each will be missed. 

Barbara Joyce Anthony McKee – 4-25-2019 

Billy Charles McKee – 10-3-2019 

Elsa Person Diehl – 3-14-2020 

Agnes Maurene Yentzen – 4-20-2020 

William R. (Bob) Tappe – 6-1-2020 

William Grigsby – 9-26-2020 

Randall Rodney Robbins – 10-29-2020 

Sue Fletcher – 11-17-2020 

Dois Millow Taylor – 12-7-2020 

Marion A. Fletcher – 12-14-2020 

Willie J. Sherrill – 12-21-2020   

 

SAVE THE DATE ! 
 

Vought Retiree Club  
Annual Meeting and BBQ 

 

Ruthe Jackson Center 
Details and Registration Form in Next Newsletter 

 

Wednesday, October 6, 2021 



Maudie Jones – 12-24-2020 

Thomas Louis Coyne – 12-27-2020 

Peggy Chambers King -- 1-21-2021 

Warren Ray Baggett – 1-21-2021 

Luron (Lou) Jokisch – 1-21-2021 

Olen Edward Jones – 1-29-2021 

Leroy Buchanan – 1-30-2021 

Dolores J. (Holacka) Tobola – 2-3-2021 

Paul Berferd Vernon – 2-10-2021 

Secrell “Butch” Earl Carnes – 2-20-2021  

Sol Love – 2-20-2021 

Charles Bonner Stalcup, Jr. -- 3-10-2021 

James Harold (Jim) Powell -- 3-12-2021 

Suellen Gratke -- 3-15-2021 

Clarence Jo (CJ) Bitter -- 3-20-2021 

Joseph Patrick (JP or Joe) Noonan - 4-25-2021 

Nelta Jean (Jean) Hamblet -- 5-2-2021 

 

 

2021 Dues ! 
by Gaye Kortegast 

It’s time to send in your 2021 membership dues! 

(If you’re not sure whether or not you’ve renewed, 

you may check the mailing label on this newsletter 

for status of your membership.) 

If you would like to renew for 2021, please send 

your dues as soon as you can ! 

The cost is still only $5.00 per person per year.  

You may renew for as many years as you desire. 

Or, Lifetime memberships are only $50 per person. 

We hope to hear from you soon. 

Thank you ! 

 

 

 

 

 

Retiree Correspondence 

The article in last three issues of the Vought Retiree 

Club News, “Chance Vought and LTV Aerospace – 

A Family Affair” keeps getting a lot of attention, 

and many responses.  Your Editor, Bob Bardo, 

compiled the list from his own files of Vought and 

LTV employees, and now from information 

provided by other retirees and readers of the Vought 

Retiree Club News.  It was a labor of love that I had 

been thinking about writing for some time. 

May 27, 2021 

Bob, 

My Dad, Terry McManus, worked for LTV Aerospace 

and Lockheed Martin Missiles & Fire Control for 30 

years, beginning in 1967 until he retired in 1997 as 

Director of Plans & Bids.  He was convinced to move 

from Boston, Massachusetts to Dallas by his sister’s 

husband, William Richard (Dick) Condrey (who retired 

about 1976 as Chief Engineer at LTV Aerospace. Prior 

to that, Dick was Manager of Ground Transportation). 

Jack Hurley, the husband of Dad’s other sister, also 

worked for the Company, in the Print Shop. 

Paul McManus (son of Terry McManus) 

 

May 25, 2021 

Bob, 

My Dad, William O. (Bill) Askew, hired on for LTV 

Michigan in 1963 and worked in Training until 1966, 

when we moved back to Texas. 

My husband, C.E. “Eddie” Sauls worked in steel heat 

treat from 1957 – 1963 (not absolutely sure of the dates, 

but I know he worked there 7 years and got laid off 4 

times; he moved to Bell Helicopter and worked there for 

33 years, where he retired.) 

My son, Clay Sauls, worked in security at Vought (LTV) 

from 1981 – 1983, then came back between 1985-1994.  

I began working at LTV in Cash Management on August 

19, 1983. 

I retired from LTV (Lockheed Martin) in 2008. 

Karen Sauls 
 

May 17, 2021 

So here's the Martin family work history at LTV -- 

My dad, Dave Martin, worked at Vought / LTV from 

1959 - 1988.  (He retired in 1988).  He was 

an aeronautical engineer. 

I (Cindy Martin Vandersleen) started there in 1976, right 

after I graduated from TCU, in the Real Time 

Computing Dept, and worked in IT until I left in 1991. 

My brother Mike Martin worked there from 1984 - 1985, 

in between his schooling at TCC and Tyler University. 

My brother Scott Martin worked in the IT Dept. with me 

as a summer intern in the summer of 1989, in between 

semesters at A&M. 

Cindy Martin VanderSleen 

Editor’s Note:  Of course, Cindy’s late husband, Tom 

VanderSleen, also worked at LTV Aerospace in 

Information Technology. 

February 3, 2021 

Please add our names to the list of family members who 

worked for the company – 

 Richard D. Estes & father in-law Leon Whitener 

Richard Estes - Manager of Tool Services, worked 

for the company for 23 years (1966-1989); Leon 

Whitener was Supervisor of Maintenance Machinery 

Repair. 

Renew your membership for 2021, 
and continue to get your 

Vought Retiree Club News! 
 

Call the Club at  (817) 478-1885 Chairman of Major Programs – Jim Hill 
or Email:  retireeclub@vought.org  V.P. - Membership Assistant – Ann Christmas 

                  membershiprc@vought.org 
 

mailto:retireeclub@vought.org


 Warren Baggett & Linda Baggett (husband & wife) 

Both were Mechanical Engineers. 

Thank you, 

Richard D. Estes 

 

January 26, 2021 

O'Neal Family: 

Doug & Janis O'Neal, children Shannon O'Neal Gray & 

Sean Douglas O'Neal, and parents  

Clyde Gentry (Gus) O'Neal & Ola Mae O'Neal. 

Regards, 

Doug and Janis O'Neal and Family 

817-265-7024 

 

January 20, 2021 

Please add us to couples that worked at the plant -- 

Bob and Carol Norwood. 

Thanks, 

Bob Norwood 

 

January 7, 2021 

I have been following the articles about all the family 

ties with Vought / LTV etc., & thought I needed to add 

my bit. 

My links to the company started before I was born. In 

1941 my dad W. A. Langford was hired by North 

American as a security guard when the plant was still 

under construction. 

MY future father-in-law Jack Norman was also hired 

about the same time as an assembler with NA. They 

were both laid off at the end of the war & went on to 

other careers. My future mother-in-law worked for CV 

in mid- to late-1950s. 

My mother Lou Langford went to work for CV in 1948 

soon after they moved from CN. I joined the company in 

1961 as a summer hire & just stayed on. My wife Iris 

Langford joined LTV in the late 1970s & retired from 

LM. 

Also my sister Nancy Greer, my uncle Robert Goodman 

and my sister-in-law Dee Norman were also were 

employed at various times. 

Our oldest son Greg Langford was hired by LTV & still 

works at the Marshall Street Facility, our youngest son 

Brad Langford worked as a summer hire for a couple of 

summers in the maintenance dept.  

One more relative who worked at LTV was Iris’ uncle 

Onial Wortham. 

Please add us to your list & keep up your great work 

with the Retiree Club. Brings back a lot of great 

memories of the great people we were privileged to work 

with.  

Ken Langford 

 

January 6, 2021 

Enjoy reading the Retiree Club newsletter.  Brings back 

a lot of good memories. I ask that you add my name, 

Jimmie Trammell; I retired after 34 years and my 

daughter Melissa Trammell (7 years).  My brothers 

Eddie Trammell and John Trammell also worked for 

LTV.  

Also, my father-in-law Otto Warenskjold and nephew 

Tony Warenskjold. 

Thanks, 

Jimmie Trammell 

 

January 4, 2021 

Please update the "Traditions at Vought" Family 

working at Vought. 

I, Bruce Johnson, worked multiple programs. 

Wife Marsha worked Airport Avionics lab. 

Daughter Jenniffer worked in Medical as "audio 

specialist". 

Thank You,  

Bruce Johnson 

December 6, 2020 

I worked for Vought 35 years; my last job was Manager 

of Special Projects on the B2. 

My father was a Foreman in the Tool Room during 

World War II.  My grandfather was one of the design 

engineers of the F4U. 

Richard Shea 

 

Thanks for all you do ! 

Howard Hughes 

 

Thanks for the reminder, I enjoy receiving the 

newsletters. 

Mildred Edgar 

 

Enclosed is my check for two years of the Retiree Club 

News.  I look forward to reading it and hearing about the 

activities.  Thanks for your hard work publishing the 

News.  I retired January 1994 and I can see a few 

pictures of familiar faces.  My husband, James L. Lyon, 

worked in the Shipping Department for almost 20 years.  

He died 10 March 1987.  Our only child, Dwayne died 

10 March 2013.  I am still in good health, just getting 

older and slower.  I wish everyone a better new year and 

the virus will be gone.  

Marilu “Trudy” Lyon 

 

Although B.J. is deceased, I do enjoy receiving the 

newsletters and reading about those who worked with 

him.  Many thanks to all those who make it happen ! 

Beth Scoggins 

 

Thanks for all you do.  Love getting the newsletter. 

Leon and Carol Looney 

 

 



Volunteer Events 
       by Johnnie Johnson 

 

All Volunteer events have been postponed, 

due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

 

Hopefully, when things return to normal, 

we can reschedule the volunteer opportunity with 

Mission Arlington! 

 

Also, the State Fair of Texas is being scheduled for 

September 24 through October 17, 2021, 

so we will have an opportunity to collect food 

for the North Texas Food Bank! 

 

Volunteer events give us all an opportunity to make 

a positive impact in our communities by helping 

those who are in need. 

Retirees, family, and friends are invited to 

participate in these events.  Give me a call and let 

me know if you would like to join us. 

For more information, call Johnnie Johnson at  

817-845-7576, or the Retiree Club at 817-478-1885.  

Thanks for your help! 

Johnnie Johnson 

 

T-shirt – O3U-3 Corsair I 

The blue T-shirts featuring the O3U-3 Corsair I are 

available for a donation of $15. Shipping charges (if 

mailed, instead of being picked up at the Vought 

Retiree Club office) are $7 for one shirt, $8 for two, 

or actual shipping cost for over two shirts.  Pick one 

up at, or order one from, the Retiree Club office 

(retireeclub@vought.org or 817-478-1885). 

If you want to come to pick up T-shirts at the 

Vought Retiree Club office, please call first to make 

an appointment and wear a mask when you come in. 

The blue O3U-3 Corsair I  T-shirt – 

 
 

 

The 100
th

 Anniversary of Chance Vought  T-shirt 

is available for $12 for the restocked 2XL and 3XL 

sizes, still $10 for the other sizes.  

The 100
th

 Anniversary of Chance Vought T-shirt -- 
 

 

mailto:retireeclub@vought.org


 

The back of the T-shirt is shown here -- 

 

The close-up of the graphic on the back of the  

T-shirt is shown here -- 

 
 

Chance Vought Survivors 

 
Dick Guthrie (richardguth56@msn.com) is the 

contact for the Chance Vought Survivors. 

Chance Vought and LTV 
Aerospace – A Family Affair 

Editor’s Note:  This is an updated list, with 

additions and modifications sent in by our readers 

since the last newsletter. Those are noted by the 

words “ADDED” and/or “MODIFIED”. 

Chance Vought and LTV Aerospace were always a 

company where co-workers felt as if they were part 

of a family – a family that cared about each other, 

and about others in the community. 

Part of the reason for that family feeling is that the 

entire company moved from Connecticut to Texas 

and the employees had that common bond, and new 

employees who were hired were embraced, and 

developed that same bond with the original 

employees and each other. 

Another reason was that many of the employees 

were actually direct family members. 

It is that family feeling that made all employees 

want to make the company successful, and they did. 

 
- “Three Generations” serve Chance Vought, from 

Volume 10, No. 2 issue (circa November 1957) of 

the Chance Vought News, forerunner to LTV 

Aerospace’s Profile newsletter. 

Below is a partial list of family members who were 

company employees (you may know of others, and 

can let the Editor know who they were) – 

mailto:richardguth56@msn.com


 Jack Abbott & Linda Jo Abbott (husband & wife) 

 John Adelmann & Balinda Adelmann (husband & 

wife) – ADDED 

 Ray Admire & mother-in-law B.J. Slate 

 Wildo (Alex) Alexander & Ann Alexander (husband 

& wife); daughter Reba (Gail) Alexander Helms; 

sons Rick Alexander, Trennis Alexander, Danny 

Alexander; grandson Jeremy Helms (3 generations, 

with a total of about 160 years of service) 

 Joe Anderson and Nancy Jo Anderson (father & 

daughter) 

 Claud Charles Andrews, brother Ray Dempsey 

Andrews, and step-daughter Earlene Cagle – 

ADDED 

 Jim Arnold and JoAnn Arnold (husband & wife) – 

ADDED 

 Bill Askew & son Chris Askew 

 R.E. (Dick) Atkinson & Elizabeth Atkinson 

(husband & wife) – ADDED 

 Warren Ray Baggett & Linda Baggett (husband & 

wife) – ADDED 

 Bill Barter & son Andrew Barter 

 Harley F. (Red) Bean & Joan Bean (husband & 

wife) 

 Ed Beers & Shirley Beers (husband & wife) 

 Sally Berry & Wayne Berry (sister & brother) 

 John Howard “Howie” Best and daughter Jody Best 

 Jim Billingsley & Shirley Ann Billingsley (husband 

& wife) 

 Mort Bland & Virginia Bland (husband & wife) 

 Walter Bogart & Edith Bogart (husband & wife) 

 Margaret Brodhead, son Jim Brodhead, and daughter 

Diana Cawthorn 

 Dennis Biddle & Daphne Biddle (husband & wife) 

 Don Black & Charlcy Black (husband & wife) 

 O.J. Blakey & Anne Blakey (husband & wife) 

 Walter Bogart & Edith Bogart (husband & wife) 

 Jack Bos & Ann Bos (husband & wife) 

 Joel (Joe) Hill Bower & Mary Ann Kennedy Bower 

(husband & wife) 

 Billy Clyde Branum & Nelda Branum (husband & 

wife), son Rusty Branum, son Brent Branum, and 

Rusty’s uncle Elwood Branum 

 Margaret Brodhead & son Jim Brodhead 

 Ray Brown, Jr. and son Travis Brown – ADDED 

 Leroy Buchanan and sister-in-law Janell Franklin, 

and Leroy’s wife’s cousin’s husband James (Jim) 

Kidd – ADDED 

 David Butler and father (name unknown) – ADDED 

 Kim Cady & Becky Cady (husband & wife) and 

Becky’s father Joe Davis 

 Chuck Canton & Sandy Canton (husband & wife) – 

ADDED 

 Bruce Capehart & Sheri Capehart (husband & wife) 

 Dottie Carson and her uncle William Norkus 

 Colonel Richard Cary and Ida Cary (husband & 

wife) – ADDED 

 Charles Casella, and his daughter Helene Hand and 

her husband Vernon Hand 

 Gene Cates & Joyce Cates (husband & wife) 

 James Christian and daughter Carol Christian Plant – 

ADDED 

 Bobbie Stephenson Collins & Ron Collins (husband 

& wife), sister Betty Stephenson Hendricks, & 

daughter Kim Hendricks Larson 

 Tommy Collins & Edna Collins (husband & wife) – 

ADDED 

 Steve Constantine & Marsha Constantine  (husband 

& wife) – ADDED 

 Travis N. Coomer, Sr. & son Travis N. Coomer, Jr. 

 Dick Cozad & Liz Cozad (husband & wife) and son-

in-law Jerry Hatcher 

 Joe Crisp & Helyn Crisp (husband & wife) 

 Hal Crow & Roxie Crow (husband & wife) 

 Janet Cumby, her mother Carolyn Leigh (worked for 

Dan Burney at LTV Tower in the 1960s), her father 

George Leigh (worked on Crusader & F4U), 

grandmother Effie Milam (worked as supervisor at 

North American Aviation; has photo of her in front 

of P51), her aunt Dorothy Burdine (Administrative 

Assistant on Scout, TMDAS, WESTPAC), and her 

uncle Paul Dean Leigh (Dorothy's 1st husband) 

worked at LTV Electrosystems 

 John Dajda & Patricia Dajda (husband & wife) 

 Carlos R. Delgado & Carolyn Delgado (husband & 

wife) – ADDED  

 Raymond Dempsey (Ray) Andrews & Claud 

Charles Andrews (brothers) 

 Larry Dennis and Ann Dennis (husband & wife) 

 Jim Denova & Stephanie Denova (husband & wife) 

 Harold Jack Difiore & Bettie Jean Knowles Difiore, 

LTV Federal Credit Union (husband & wife) – 

ADDED 

 Ray Dorton & Nancy Dorton (now Nancy 

Newstead)  (husband & wife) 

 Al Duchesne & Paula Duchesne (husband & wife) 

 Jim Duppstadt and mother Mary Ann Duppstadt 

Nunn & Mary Ann’s 2
nd

 husband Ralph Nunn – 

ADDED 

 Ray Dyer and Beth Dyer (father & daughter) 

 Coleman (Coly) Elkins and son “Buddy” Elkins – 

ADDED 

 Yvonne Ellis & Wanda Ellis (sisters) 

 Tom England & Brenda England (husband & wife) 

– ADDED  

 Dr. Herb Epstein & Margaret Epstein (husband & 

wife) 

 Richard D. Estes and father-in-law Leon Whitener – 

ADDED 



 Bob Fisette & Nancy Fisette (husband & wife) 

 William G. Force & Marjorie “Midge” Force 

(husband & wife) 

 Ron Flores & Linda Flores (husband & wife) – 

ADDED  

 Dudley Richard Foster and son Bill Foster 

 Verda Franklin; son Duyane Franklin, daughter 

Donna Lopez, and Donna’s husband John Lopez 

 Irwin “Sam” Gaines & son Tony Irwin Gaines 

 Linda Gambrel and sons Johnny Gambrel & Jayson 

Gambrel 

 Donald “Donnie” Gardner & Page Gardner (husband 

& wife) 

 Ken & Betty Goldfuss, and daughter Kenda Stacy – 

MODIFIED 

 Fred Goodman and Mary Ellen Goodman (husband 

& wife); and their fathers – ADDED 

 Steve Graham & Stephen Graham (father & son) 

 Zane Green & Montie Green (husband & wife) 

 Ronald Dee (Ron) Griffith & brother Michael 

Eugene (Mike) Griffith – ADDED 

 Jerry Gruber & 1
st
 wife Anita Gruber (husband & 

wife) 

 Jerry Gruber & Gladys Gruber (husband & wife) 

 Ken Gustafson & wife Betty Gustafson, and 

daughter Julie Gooch 

 Janie Haga & Bill Haga (husband & wife) 

 Earl Hastings, son E. Wayne Hastings, brother E. 

Ted Hastings, daughter Gina Hastings Price, & son-

in-law Rickey Price 

 Hawk family – grandfather John Hawk, his son 

Elliot Hawk, and Elliot’s children – daughter Joella, 

and sons Cecil, Walter, and Truman. Cecil’s wife 

Vonda Hawk (not shown in the picture above) also 

worked for the company. 

 Clint Hawk & Dorris Hawk (husband & wife) 

 Chester Haynes & Wendell Haynes (brothers) 

 Sam Hayton & Pat Hayton (husband & wife) 

 Willie Heep & Rita Heep (husband & wife) 

 Ernest Nelson Henderson Jr. & Mary Margret 

Henderson (husband & wife) 

 Roland Loyd Hepler & Ellen Minerva Winston 

Hepler (husband & wife) – ADDED 

 Bill Heyer & 1
st
 wife Linda Heyer (husband & wife) 

 Bill Heyer & Laurie Heyer (husband & wife) 

 Don Higginbotham & Lamanda Higginbotham 

(husband & wife) 

 Keith Higham & Betty Moon Higham (husband & 

wife) 

 James “Jim” Hill, son James “Rick” Hill, sister 

Mildred Hill Penland, brother Monte “Dill” Hill, 

sister Martha Hill Carter, brother-in-law Walter 

Penland, niece Roxanna Hill, (daughter of “Dill” 

Hill) 

 Jim Hoch & Jeanne Hoch (husband & wife) 

 Joey Hodges & Karen Hodges (husband & wife), 

and daughter Amy Hodges Bates and her husband 

Ryan Bates – ADDED 

 Charlie Hollabaugh, his father and his son 

 A.B. Hubbard & Mary Hubbard (husband & wife) 

 David Hunn & Kay Hunn (husband & wife) 

 James R. Hunsinger & son Michael Dean Hunsinger 

 Vynita Billingsley Hutson, her father Forrest (Bill) 

Billingsley, her brother Rick Billingsley, her 

grandfather William Freeman Mason, her uncle 

Delton Mason, her cousin Madie Mason Vernon, 

Madie’s son Mason Vernon [also, Madie’s father 

J.D. Mason (brother of Vynita’s grandfather, 

William Freeman Mason) worked for North 

American Aviation] 

 Mike Jackson & Teri Jackson (husband & wife) – 

ADDED 

 Kenneth Lawrence “Jake” Jacobs & son David 

Lawrence Jacobs 

 John Jipp and his wife Sheri’s mother, Bertha 

Murray – ADDED 

 Bruce Johnson & Marsha Johnson (husband & 

wife), and daughter Jenniffer – ADDED 

 John Jurik & Cindy Jurik (husband & wife) 

 Joseph Austin (Joe) Kabe & Cecilia (Mickey) 

Guerin Kabe (husband & wife) – ADDED 

 Weland (W.A.) Kern & son Terry (Drew) Kern – 

ADDED 

 Bob Kiefer and son Tom Kiefer 

 Don Klingensmith, daughter Sondra Klingensmith 

Roberts, and son-in-law Rick Roberts – ADDED 

 David Kohner & daughter Alicia Kohner 

 Ed Koltko & Bettye Koltko (husband & wife) 

 Bob Koonce and two sons 

 Rob Kubica & Rose Kubica (husband & wife), 

Rose’s daughter Tricia Pierce Toole, and Tricia’s 

father Wyman C. Pierce, Sr. 

 Bob Kunkel & Tinsy Kunkel (husband & wife) 

 Fred Lambert & Mary Lambert (husband & wife) 

 Ken Langford & Iris Langford (husband & wife), 

their sons Greg Langford & Brad Langford, Ken’s 

father & mother W.A. Langford & Lou Langford, 

Ken’s sister Nancy Greer, Ken’s uncle Robert 

Goodman, Ken’s sister-in-law Dee Norman, Iris’ 

father & mother Jack Norman and wife, and Iris’ 

uncle Onial Wortham – ADDED 

 Clyde Farrell Langley & brother Byron Elbert 

Langley 

 Bob Lawler & Arlene Lawler (husband & wife) 

 Dick Lawrence & Cheryl Lawrence (husband & 

wife) 

 Wayne Lee & Mildred Lee (husband & wife) 

 Gail Litton & Claire Litton (husband & wife) 

 Sol Love & Betty Anne Love (husband & wife) 



 James L. Lyon & Marilu “Trudy” Lyon (husband & 

wife) – ADDED 

 Charlie Machala & Helen Machala (husband & 

wife) 

 Eldredge Manning & son Ron Manning 

 Robert (Bob) McCulloch (co-founder & President of 

TEMCO and later LTV’s Chairman of the Board and 

CEO), brother John McCulloch, brother Andrew 

McCulloch, Andrew’s son Alexander “Alex” 

McCulloch & wife Linda McCulloch, & step-

nephew Bob Fancher 

 Gerald Lewis (Gerry) McCurdy & son James H. 

McCurdy – ADDED 

 Jim McKelva & Carrol McKelva (husband & wife) – 

ADDED 

 Terence Joseph (Terry) McManus and brothers-in-

law Dick Condrey and Jack Hurley – ADDED 

 Gil Metzger & John Metzger (brothers) 

 Charlie Milam and son Ben Milam 

 Clint Miller & Mary Ann Miller (husband & wife) 

 Alex Mills and son Chris Mills 

 Bill Mills & Elaine Mills (husband & wife) 

 Pat Mishko and Sarah Reynolds (sisters) 

 Bill Montgomery & Nina Montgomery; Nina's aunt 

Joyce Crosby; Nina's brother Secrell (Butch) Carnes 

– ADDED 

 Gary Montgomery and son Blake Montgomery – 

ADDED 

 Chuck Moore & Susan Moore (husband & wife) – 

ADDED 

 Denise Morgan & Wayne Morgan (wife & husband) 

 Jay Musselman & Linda Mussleman (husband & 

wife) 

 Wes Northcutt & daughter Anna Northcutt 

 Mike Northup & Judy Northup (husband & wife) 

and Judy’s father George Whitenight, Sr. – ADDED 

 Bob Norwood & Carol Norwood (husband & wife) 

– ADDED 

 Charlie Nutt & Sue Nutt (husband & wife) 

 Doug O’Neal & Janis O'Neal (husband & wife), 

children Shannon O'Neal Gray & Sean Douglas 

O'Neal, and parents Clyde Gentry (Gus) O'Neal & 

Ola Mae O'Neal – ADDED 

 Bob Oram & Ben Oram (brothers) 

 Jim Outenreath & Wilma Outenreath (husband & 

wife) and daughter Alyson Outenreath Nelson 

 Chris Ouzts & Susan Ouzts (husband & wife) 

 Pat Patterson, father R. O. Patterson, Jr. (NAA & 

TEMCO), father-in-law Ed Brummette (NAA), aunt 

Wanda Bailey Edwards (NAA), and cousin Wade 

Crawford (NAA & CV) 

 David Peart & Sondra Peart (husband & wife) 

 Bob Pennington & Mindy Hall Pennington (husband 

& wife) 

 Dean Philpott & Rae Philpott (husband & wife) and 

son Steven Philpott – ADDED 

 Max M. Pollard (31 years) and mother Illa Mae 

Pollard (29 years) – ADDED 

 Owen Frederick Polleys & Edith Jupp Polleys 

(husband & wife) 

 James D. (Jim) Pottinger & son Phil Pottinger 

 John E. Ramon & Tricia Ramon (husband & wife) – 

ADDED 

 Fred Randall & Louise Kay Randall (husband & 

wife) 

 Roland Royce Raven and sons Roland Raven & Tim 

Raven – ADDED 

 Doris Redd & sisters Mary Jackson, Abby Kiefer 

(Bob Kiefer's 2nd wife), son Ronald Eugene Redd 

(ADDED), a nephew, and a son-in-law 

 Elmo Reeves and son Robin Reeves 

 Ludwig “Pop” Reichert & his son Stu Reichert 

 Tom Risley & wife Susan Risley 

 Tom Risley and 1
st
 wife Bonnie 

 Will Robinson & his great-aunt Willie Mae 

McCormick 

 Jim Ross & Sue Ross (husband & wife) 

 Mel Roten and son Ron Roten 

 Milt Rudick & Dorothy “Tiny” Rudick (husband & 

wife) 

 John J. Ryan and son-in-law Alex Iwach – ADDED 

 Karen Sauls & C.E. (Eddie) Sauls (wife & husband), 

Karen’s father William O. (Bill) Askew, Karen’s son 

Clay Sauls – ADDED 

 Duane Schaezler & Gene Schaezler (twin brothers) 

 Bob Schmidt & Onamae Schmidt (husband & wife) 

 Cheryl Schmidt, her ex-husband William T. Jenkins, 

and her ex-father-in-law H. D. (Doyle) Jenkins 

 Jack Scott & Ronda Scott (husband & wife) 

 Richard Shea and father (name unknown) and 

grandfather (name unknown) – ADDED 

 Ray Siler & Sherry Siler (husband & wife) 

 Connie Singleton, her husband Ed Singleton, her 

father Peter Sperazza (died in 2010 at 101), & her 

mother Mary Sperazza (died 1987) 

 Milan Skrtic and Pat Skrtic (husband & wife) 

 Sterlen Scott “Scotty” Sleeth & Annie Lou Sleeth 

(husband & wife) 

 Billie M. Smith & Faye Smith (husband & wife) 

 Dillon Smith & father-in-law Earl Landes (NAA) 

 Wayland Ray Smith & Mary Nell “Mickey” 

Smith (husband & wife) and daughter Larri Smith 

 Charles Stalmach & son Dennis Stalmach 

 Duane Benton Starkey & son Duane Matthew 

Starkey (in IT) 

 Zada Starks & father Robert Jerome Yarborough 

 Billie Stem & Shirley Owens Stem (husband & 

wife) 



 Billy Strauch & son Robbie Strauch (Robbie is the 

grandson of Faran Strauch, and great-nephew of 

Janell Franklin (both of Lockheed Martin Missiles 

and Fire Control)  

 Charlie Sugg & Donna Sugg (husband & wife) 

 Bill Svihel & Anna Svihel (husband & wife) 

 Joe Tarrant & Diane Tarrant (husband & wife) 

 Harold Toliver & Becky Toliver (husband & wife) 

 Jimmie Trammell and his daughter Melissa 

Trammell, Jimmie’s brothers Eddie Trammell and 

John Trammell, and Jimmie’s father-in-law Otto 

Warenskjold and nephew Tony Warenskjold – 

ADDED 

 Thomas C. Tune and son Tom Tune 

 Tom Vandersleen & Cindy Martin Vandersleen 

(husband & wife); and Cindy’s father David Michael 

(Dave) Martin, Sr., and Cindy’s brothers Mike 

Martin and Scott Martin - MODIFIED 

 Otto Van Maerssen & Maria Charney (father & 

daughter) 

 Fred Voss & Paul Voss (brothers) and father-in-law 

Grady Aaron  

 Chance Milton Vought (Chairman), his father 

George Washington Vought (President), his wife 

Ena Lewis Vought (Secretary-Treasurer),  and his 

father-in-law Birdseye B. Lewis 

 Linda Wade and mother Mama Jean ____ – 

ADDED 

 Price Duell Wallace & Janice Eileen Wallace 

(husband & wife) – ADDED 

 Robert Wallace & Becky Wallace (husband & wife) 

 Wes Walloch & Margaret K. Walloch (husband & 

wife) – ADDED 

 Ed Walters & Vicki L. Walters (husband & wife) 

 Ed Warren & Barbara Warren (husband & wife) 

 Wat Watkins & brother Don Watkins 

 Judy Wetzel, daughter Margie Walker & son Greg 

Wetzel  

 Jim Wheaton and sons Jay Wheaton and Robert 

Wheaton; daughter Pam Wheaton – ADDED 

 Garland B. Whisenhunt and Gerald R. Whisenhunt 

(brothers) 

 Bobby White & Sue White (husband & wife) – 

ADDED 

 Tommy Williams & daughter Tamara Williams 

 Bea Wilson & John Nash Wilson (wife & husband) 

 Bill Wilson & John P. Wilson (father & son) 

 Bill Wilson & Larry Wilson (father & son) – 

ADDED 

 Ray Woods & Debbie Woods (husband & wife) 

 Bob Yesconis & Aletha Yesconis (husband & wife) 

 

 

Sol Love, former President of 
LTV Aerospace, passes at 100 

Sol Love  (July 2, 1920 - February 20, 2021) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Betty Anne Love, Sol’s wife (and Chance Vought 

Aeronautical Engineer) 



F-4U Restoration Roll-out (1-24-2009) – 

 Sol Love and Son 

 

F-4U Roll-out (1-24-2009) – 

Dick Atkins with Sol Love 

 

 
F-4U Restoration Roll-out (1-24-2009) – 

Ed Koltko and Sol Love 

 

Sol Love, age 100, surrounded by family, went to 

be with our Lord, joining his beloved wife, Betty 

Anne, on Saturday, February 20, 2021. He was a 

devoted family man, husband, grandpa, great-

grandpa, brother, son, friend, and a disciple of Jesus 

Christ. 

Sol was born on Friday, July 2, 1920, in Detroit, 

Michigan, to Harry and Sarah Love, both of whom 

were Russian Jewish immigrants. He was the 

second born of three boys. Sarah died when he was 

8 years old, and Harry married Ina Crater. Harry 

and Ina brought Shirley Love into the world and so, 

the three boys had a beloved sister. 

Sol graduated from Northwestern High School at 

the top of his class in 1937. He was a champion 

swimmer and diver in high school and college. He 

finished 7th in the nation in 1939, diving for Wayne 

State University. Sol graduated from Wayne State 

with a B.S. in Aeronautical Engineering in 1941, 

and was later awarded as Distinguished Alumni. 

Sol supported the Defense of the United States of 

America from 1941 to 2010. He began at WACO 

Aircraft in 1941, leading the design of gliders that 

carried troops behind enemy lines on D-Day in 

World War II. He moved to Chance Vought in 

October of 1943, and retired as President/CEO in 

1977. During this time, among many defense 

products, he made significant contributions to the F-

4U Corsair, F-7 Cutlass, F-8 Crusader and A-7 

Corsair II. He was lead structures engineer, then 

Project Engineer on the F-8, and proposal leader-

chief engineer and then program manager on the A-

7. 

Between 1980 and 1983, Sol consulted for the 

Department of Defense (DOD) and received the 

Medal for Distinguished Public Service, the highest 

award given to a civilian by the DOD. Shortly after 

that, he and Betty Anne, formed the BASLE 

Corporation. Sol then, consulted for Raytheon, 

Beech, Northrop Grumman, and Vought, and served 

on various boards and committees including the 

Defense Science Board. He retired in 2010. 

Sol and Betty Anne Esch met at Chance Vought 

Corporation in 1943. Sol has often said that he 

lucked into marrying her. Betty Anne was a pioneer 

as a woman in the field of Aerospace Engineering. 

She had the opportunity to work on the first jet 

aircraft that Chance Vought designed, built and 

flew, the F-6U Pirate. Betty Anne predicted the 

propulsion performance for that aircraft during the 

design phase of the program. It flew as she 

predicted. 



Sol and Betty Anne married on Friday, October 26, 

1945. They had 4 children – Pamela, Deborah, 

Melissa, and Mike, 8 grandchildren, and 15 great-

grandchildren. Sol and Betty were married more 

than 63 years. He was a devoted family man. He 

loved Mom and his children very much. He also 

worked very long hours, carried a tremendous 

amount of responsibility, was active in the church, 

and still, unless he was out of town, was home 

every night for dinner. 

Sol was a devoted follower of Jesus Christ. He 

shares the story that one day he realized that the 

resurrection of Jesus happened, and that was that. 

At the age of 33, he was baptized, along with his 

three daughters, and he and Betty Anne joined 

Walnut Hill Methodist Church. Our parents raised 

all 4 children in the faith to know God personally. 

He participated in the life of the church in many 

ways, including chair of the Finance Committee, 

Lay Leader, and chair of the Administrative Board. 

When Betty Anne died in 2008, Sol began intense 

study in the Bible and in the lineage of his faith. He 

attended a Walk to Emmaus in 1990. He taught the 

United Methodist Men from Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s 

Cost of Discipleship on Saturday mornings. Sol was 

as intense in this learning as he had been as an 

engineer, corporate executive, and consultant. He 

could offer thoughts and teachings in God and 

Christ as well as he had in his days of Aeronautics 

concerning aircraft, spacecraft, and policies thereof. 

Sol was a 32nd degree Mason of the Scottish Rite in 

Dallas. He was a baseball coach, a teacher, a friend, 

and confidant. He loved to hunt, play golf, and was 

an avid reader. He was a protector, encourager and 

a soulful man of great integrity. He gave every 

ounce of his life to serve God, his family, his 

friends, strangers, and his country. He lived a full 

life. He had a great sense of humor. He will be 

missed. 

Sol is preceded in death by his wife, Betty Anne 

Love; his brother Bill Love; son-law Chuck 

Blackburn; and his parents Harry Love, Sarah Love, 

and stepmother Ina Love. 

He is survived by his children -- Pamela Taylor, 

Deborah Bowen (Richard), Melissa Blackburn, 

Mike Love (Susan); 8 grandchildren; 15 great 

grandchildren; brother Arthur Love; sister Shirley 

Love; numerous nieces and nephews; and dear 

family friend, Peggie Woodruff. 

Memorial - In lieu of flowers – the Love family 

asks you to please contribute to a Memorial in Sol 

Love’s name to Walnut Hill United Methodist 

Church at 10066 Marsh Lane, Dallas, Texas 75229. 

Thank you. 

Celebration of Life: 2:00 p.m. on Friday, March 12, 

2021, at Walnut Hill United Methodist Church, 

10066 Marsh Lane, Dallas, Texas 75229. 

Interment:  Restland Memorial Park, 13005 

Greenville Avenue, Dallas, Texas 75243 

- based on obituary posted on the website of the 

Restland Funeral Home, Dallas, Texas. 

- see: 

https://www.restlandfuneralhome.com/obituaries/So

l-Love/#!/Obituary 

 

Wayne State University Hall of Fame (1983) 

Aeronautical Engineering 

Sol Love entered Wayne State University at sixteen, 

near the end of the Great Depression of the 1930's 

and graduated in 1941 to begin a career which has 

led to high executive positions in the American 

aerospace industry. 

Sol, who began his career as an aircraft structural 

engineer, retired in 1977 from Vought Aircraft 

Industries, where he was president and chief 

executive officer and group vice president and 

member of the board of directors of the LTV 

Corporation, the parent company. 

Sol joined the company as a structural engineer in 

1943, after having worked for Waco Aircraft 

Company in a similar capacity from the time of his 

graduation from Wayne State in 1941. At Waco, he 

worked primarily on gliders. However, at Chance 

Vought Aircraft Corporation, as the company was 

then known, he became a structural engineer on 

World War II's famed gull-winged F-4U Corsair 

fighter-bomber. 

Sol is still a sought after industry consultant and 

lives in Dallas, Texas. 

https://www.restlandfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Sol-Love/#!/Obituary
https://www.restlandfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Sol-Love/#!/Obituary


  

 
 

Enlarged portion of above photo -- 

 



From the Vought Heritage Foundation website, 

vought.org – 

 

Sol Love worked for Chance Vought and LTV, 

1943-1977 

President of Vought - 1973 

C.E.O. of Vought Corp. - 1975 

Joining Chance Vought Aircraft Division of the 

United Aircraft Company in 1943, Sol Love rose 

through the ranks to become President in 1973 and 

Chief Executive Officer in 1975.  During that 

period he contributed to every major aircraft 

program, beginning with the famed F4U- Corsair , 

and played a key role in Vought’s most successful 

and longest serving products, the F-8 Crusader and 

the A-7 Corsair II. 

A native of Detroit, Michigan and a graduate of 

Wayne State University, Sol joined the Engineering 

Department as a Structures Engineer, soon 

supervised that organization and went on to become 

a Project Engineer on the F8U-1 and ultimately 

became Chief Project Engineer of the Crusader.  In 

1958, he was appointed Chief Engineer; in 1961, 

appointed Assistant Engineering Manager; and in 

1962, appointed Director of Engineering.  It was in 

this position that he personally led the proposal 

effort that resulted in award of the A-7 contract. 

This was Vought’s finest hour and Sol continued 

with the program, becoming A-7 Program Director 

in 1965.  A constant string of technical and business 

successes characterized the A-7 program during 

Sol’s tenure. His leadership led to industry records 

which still stand today. From award of contract to 

first flight took a mere 19 months, about half the 

time an average program required.  Delivered to the 

Navy 12 months later and in combat 14 months 

from that point are astonishing numbers, 

accomplished by an excellent team, most ably led. 

Sol was promoted to Vice President in 1970, to 

President of Vought in 1973 and was appointed 

Chief Executive Officer of the Vought Corporation 

in 1975. With retirement in January 1977, Sol 

completed a brilliant career of 33 years. He is still a 

sought after industry consultant and continues to 

hold the admiration of the veterans of “The 

Winning Team.” 

 

 

 

 

Executive Committee meets the 
first Wednesday of each month 

 

The Executive Committee of the Vought Retiree 

Club meets at 9:15 a.m. on the first Wednesday of 

each month in the office suite generously provided 

by Texas Trust Credit Union in the Texas Trust 

Business Park at 5840 W. I-20 in southwest 

Arlington. 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, successful 

online meetings via Zoom were conducted on 

Wednesday mornings each month since Sept. 2. 

It’s good to see everyone’s faces and have real 

meetings! 

Next meeting: June 2, 2021 

History – XC-142 V/STOL Crash 
kills 3 LTV Pilots, May 1967 

 



 
- from the Austin American, on Thursday, May 11, 

1967, page 1. 

. 

 

The three LTV test pilots whose lives were lost that 

tragic day were Stuart G. (Stu) Madison (39), John 

Omvig (43), and Charles Jester (34). 

 

Stu Madison – 

Note from Dorella Bond, 2013: 

I worked for Walt Hesse on the VSTOL program 

and we were involved when the 4 men lost their 

lives on a test run.  Stu Madison was one of the men 

killed.  Stu and I were in Doris and Clint Hawk’s 

wedding.  (Doris and I worked for Paul Thayer).  I 

really liked Stu.  I think I knew all the guys that 

were killed but he is the only one I can remember 

right now.  

Three of our test pilots died that sad day on May 10, 

1967 -- Stu Madison, Charlie Jester, and John 

Omvig. 

 

 
Stu Madison (39 at death) on left and John Omvig, 

beside XC-142 

 

Stuart G. (Stu) Madison (November 29, 1927 – 

May 10, 1967) 

Stuart G. (Stu) Madison was born on November 29, 

1927, in Illinois. Stu Madison was a resident of 

Irving, Texas at the time of his death on May 10, 

1967, and a senior experimental test pilot for LTV 

Aerospace Corporation since 1958. He died at age 

39 in the crash of an XC-142A experimental tilt-

wing V/STOL aircraft (making a simulated rescue 

mission) at the southeast edge of Mountain Creek 

Lake, in Dallas, Texas. 

Interment: Oak Grove Memorial Gardens, Irving, 

Texas. 

 The XC-142A V/STOL, flown by Ling-TEMCO-

Vought test pilots John Konrad and Stuart Madison, 

made a flawless first transition flight. The transport 

aircraft took off like a helicopter, adjusted its wings 

for conventional flight, and then circled the field, 

reversed the process, and made a vertical landing. 



The XC-142’s first transition flight came only six 

flights after its initial hover flight on December 29, 

1964. It was the Nation’s first V/STOL built for 

operational evaluation rather than research. 

(AP, CSM, 1-13-1965) 

 

Note by Tom Humphrey, 

simeagle203=comcast.net, July 19, 2010 -- 

I was an LTV flight test engineer working the A-7 

program, but knew most of the LTV test crew that 

worked the XC-142A.  

All the LTV test pilots were top notch 

professionals. Stu Madison though was one cool 

customer, and it was well known that he was John 

Konrad's (Director of Flight Operations) golden boy 

and was headed for greater things. It was a terrible 

tragedy. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

John Omvig – 

John Duncan Omvig (October 20, 1923 – May 10, 

1967) 

 

 
 

John Omvig was born in Opheim, Valley County, 

Montana, to Arthur O. Omvig (1896-1960) and 

Nellie McEwen Omvig (1903-1990).  He died at age 

in the crash of an XC-142A experimental tilt-wing 

V/STOL aircraft (making a simulated rescue 

mission) at the southeast edge of Mountain Creek 

Lake, in Dallas, Texas. 

At the time of his death, he was a resident of 

Arlington, Texas (1715 Larkspur). 

John was Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy and served in 

World War II and Korea. 

Survivors:  Wife, Mary Ann Omvig; daughter Julia 

Omvig; mother Nellie McEwen Omvig Vaughn; and 

brothers – Leroy Arthur Omvig and William D. 

Omvig. 

Interment:   Lawndale Cemetery, in Opheim, Valley 

County, Montana. 

http://www.lein-lavoie.com/Joomla/phpgedview/placelist.php?action=show&parent%5b0%5d=USA&parent%5b1%5d=Montana&parent%5b2%5d=Valley&parent%5b3%5d=Opheim&parent%5b4%5d=Lawndale%20Cemetery&level=5
http://www.lein-lavoie.com/Joomla/phpgedview/placelist.php?action=show&parent%5b0%5d=USA&parent%5b1%5d=Montana&parent%5b2%5d=Valley&parent%5b3%5d=Opheim&parent%5b4%5d=Lawndale%20Cemetery&level=5


 

From www.vought.org – 

Late LTVAC Pilot Honored by Church   (January 

1969) 

John D. Omvig, an LTVAC experimental test pilot 

killed in the crash of an XC-142-A V/STOL aircraft 

in May of 1967, had many loves and many 

concerns. Especially close to him were children and 

young people. 

At the time of his death, Omvig was serving 

Arlington's Westminster Presbyterian Church as 

chairman of a committee charged with the planning, 

funding and construction of a new youth center. The 

center would serve the children of the church with 

eight Sunday School classrooms and an assembly 

hall for recreational and Scouting activities. 

Saddened by the tragic loss of Omvig, the church 

called on Ben Dawson, supervisor of flight tower 

operations at the Vought Aeronautics Division, to 

carry on the job at hand. It was also decided the new 

youth center should be a memorial to the test pilot 

whose dream was the new facility. Thus, it was 

proclaimed The John D. Omvig Youth Center. 

Ground was broken recently and construction of the 

new center was begun.  In a few months, the 

Children and young people of Westminster 

Presbyterian will be able to work, study, and play in 

the modern Omvig Center, a tribute to a man who 

loved children and a testimony to the faith and 

dedication of Ben Dawson. 

 
OMVIG YOUTH CENTER - Ground-breaking 

ceremony for the John D. Omvig Youth Center was 

highlighted by the participation of Omvig's family 

and friends. Handling the four-handled ground-

breaking shovel, are, from left: Ben Dawson; Julia 

Omvig, the honoree’s daughter; Mrs. Mary Ann 

(Omvig) Bjorkland; and the Reverend Jimmy 

Marrow, Pastor. 

 

From 

http://www.aviastar.org/helicopters_eng/ling_xc-

142.php 

Ed Flinn, egfln=citcom.net, 28.07.2010  

I was an aero engineer ~ propeller performance 

specialist ~ on this project from 1962 until the 

program was canx. John and Mary Ann Omvig and 

their two children were our next door neighbors and 

Lake Arlington water skiing buddies with our 

young families. Such a terrible loss, all three 

extraordinary aviators. John was a survivor of jet 

fighter crash on a carrier in the Korean War. 

The failure that caused the crash was the fracture of 

a funk strut on the tail prop control rod. As the ship 

began to pitch over, the pic (apparently) decided he 

had a horizontal tail angle of attack problem (all 

moving horizontal stabilizer/elevator) thus elected 

to go deeper into conversion to vertical flight ~ the 

tail prop had gone hard-over in the nose down 

direction with catastrophic results. There was some 

http://www.vought.org/
http://www.aviastar.org/helicopters_eng/ling_xc-142.php
http://www.aviastar.org/helicopters_eng/ling_xc-142.php


speculation that had he elected to accelerate to 

wings down conventional flight the he might have 

recovered...but not likely. After the crash we had 

one of the ships in the structural test lab at LTV, 

with vibration generators on just about every 

control system. It soon became obvious that the 

funk strut assembly was readily excited in its 

natural frequency by many normal modes of the 

ship...clear failure modes. In hind sight, and by 

today's standards, the program should have had far 

more structural dynamics testing before flight. 

 

Note by Tom Humphrey, 

simeagle203=comcast.net, July 19, 2010  

I was an LTV flight test engineer working the A-7 

program, but knew most of the LTV test crew that 

worked the XC-142A. Emailers T. Morrow and 

Robert Chubboy were correct on the names of all 

three crew members killed on the fatal 

demonstration flight. John Omvig was the co-pilot 

and Charlie Jester was operating the winch in the aft 

section. Jester did not have an ejection seat. As I 

recall, Stu Madison ejected as the aircraft pitched 

over past 90 degrees. John Omvig ejected from the 

inverted aircraft just before impact with the ground. 

All the LTV test pilots were top notch 

professionals. Stu Madison though was one cool 

customer, and it was well known that he was John 

Konrad's (Director of Flight Operations) golden boy 

and was headed for greater things. It was a terrible 

tragedy. 

Charles Everett (Charlie) Jester, Jr. –  

Charles Everett (Charlie) Jester, Jr. (April 12, 1933 

– May 10, 1967) 

Charles Jester was born on April 12, 1933 in Ponca 

City, Kay County, Oklahoma, to Charles Everett 

Jester (1903-1970) and Anabel Hinton Jester (1903-

1993). He died on May 10, 1967, at the age of 34, in 

the crash of an XC-142A experimental tilt-wing 

V/STOL aircraft (making a simulated rescue 

mission) at the southeast edge of Mountain Creek 

Lake, in Dallas, Texas. 

Interment:  Odd Fellows Cemetery, Ponca City, 

Kay County, Oklahoma 

 

 

Note by Tom Humphrey, 

simeagle203=comcast.net, July 19, 2010 -- 

I was an LTV flight test engineer working the A-7 

program, but knew most of the LTV test crew that 

worked the XC-142A.  On the fatal demonstration 

flight, John Omvig was the co-pilot and Charlie 

Jester was operating the winch in the aft section. 

Jester did not have an ejection seat. As I recall, Stu 

Madison ejected as the aircraft pitched over past 90 

degrees. John Omvig ejected from the inverted 

aircraft just before impact with the ground. All the 

LTV test pilots were top notch professionals. 

 



 
 

History -- Boone Guyton, F4U Corsair 
Pilot 

 

Article from The Hartford Courant, October 5, 

1975, page 6G – 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Restoration News 

Restoration activities were shut down, due to the 

coronavirus pandemic, from mid-March through 

mid-May. 

The Restoration volunteers are now working again, 

with social distancing, sanitizing, and use of masks 

when around others. 

The Vought Heritage Foundation Restoration 

volunteer crew is working in a facility rented from 

the Grand Prairie Independent School District.  

They currently meet every Tuesday and Thursday -- 

from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 

 

 
Updates from Rusty Branum 

In this issue of the Vought Retiree Club News, the 

activities of the Restoration Group are detailed for 

the period December 15, 2020 through April 22, 

2021 (the last issue detailed activities for September 

18 through November 17). 

The Restoration Volunteers are working on the 

O3U-3 fuselage.  The airplane being restored is a 

1935 vintage. It will be a static museum display. 

This seaplane version of the O3U-3 was identical to 

the landplane version, except for installation of 

pontoons and a float.  This model was an upgraded 

O3U-2, the major change being use of the latest 

Pratt & Whitney R-1340-12 engine.  The first 28 of 

these aircraft were convertible types for land and 

sea operation.  This was the first Vought aircraft to 

use Vought-designed pontoon and floats.  Prior to 

this time, the Navy purchased them from other 

sources and attached them to the aircraft 

themselves. 

 
 

This was also the first aircraft to be equipped for 

cast-type recovery by the ships. 

Their service itinerary was similar to that described 

for the O3U-1.  Some were still stationed at various 

Naval Air Stations as late as 1941. 

 

Anyone who wants to help restore 

 the company’s old aircraft,  

come join the Restoration Volunteers ! 

 

December 15, 2020 

It was cold and wet today, as we met for the annual 

Christmas lunch.  Our numbers are smaller this year 

due in part to Covid, and a few of our members are  

no longer with us. I took a few pics of the gathering 

and even some updated photos of the O3U-3. This 

coming Thursday will be our last day for work this 

year, we will take a short Christmas break and then 

back in January. Merry Christmas to all. 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

January 12, 2021 

Earl Hastings and crew applying fabric to the rudder 

today.  More control surfaces to be covered in the 

coming weeks, and then on to the wings and 

fuselage. 

 

 
 

January 19, 2021 

More gluing, stretching, and ironing fabric on the 

rudder, good job by the crew, Mickey Branum, 

Richard Sheaner, and Dick Guthrie, and some more 

work on the wing center section. 

.

 
 

February 10, 2021 

O3U-3 top wing center section upside down on the 

assembly table, fuselage simulator and wing struts 

attached, all held in place with our hoisting crane. 

 

 



 
 

 
 

February 11, 2021 

North Texas is in the grips of some nasty winter 

conditions, with ice and snow in the forecast for the 

next 4 to 5 days, road conditions are very slick. Our 

facility is closed today and next Tuesday is not 

looking any better. All volunteers are advised to 

stay home today; next week will be a gamble, stay 

tuned to local forecast and plan accordingly. 

March 16, 2021 

We celebrated January through March birthdays 

today with cake and coffee. We had a large turnout 

of friends and family. 

January -- Frank Laubenthal and Don Branton, 

missing Martin Galaviz. 

 

February -- Earl Hastings and Pat Patterson, missing 

Huey Barrileaux and Bill Condon. 

 

March -- Rick Hill, missing Bob Brown and 

Richard Roberson. 

 



April 22, 2021 

A bit of work on the O3U-3 ailerons install, fittings, 

control rods, bell cranks, and cables. 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations to Commemorative Air 
Force by the Vought Heritage 
Foundation 
 

On Tuesday, April 13, 2021, Ms. Nancy McGee 

(VP of Education with the Dallas HQ of the 

Commemorative Air Force), came to visit the 

Vought Retiree Club Office and meet with Don 

Wooldridge. The purpose of the meeting was to 

become acquainted, tour our office, and for us to 

donate some historical and other items of interest to 

the CAF. 
 

One of the main items donated was a very rare 

"Original" WWII era large complete hard cover 

Aircraft Manual for a B-25 Bomber. It had recently 

been donated to the Vought Heritage Foundation for 

proper placement. 
 

Other items donated that day were as noted below. 
 

1a. A large (about 26"x35") framed aerial 

photograph view of the Jefferson Street facility. 
 

1b. An 8 1/2" x 11" paper copy illustration of all 

buildings of the Jefferson Street Naval Weapons 

Industrial Reserve Plant (NWIRP), noting the 

numbered (#) identification of each and the 

notations of those that are eligible for designation as 

NRHP (National Registration of Historical 

Facilities). 
 

2. One of those "60 Years of Aviation" color art 

prints, about 19"x25", showing & listing 59 

different models Vought and TEMCO aircraft, with 

associated dates. 

3. An unsigned color art print (about 14"x 21") of 

Claire Lee Chennault, commander of the "Flying 

Tigers", with two P-40 Tiger planes flying in the 

background. This had been donated to the Vought 

Heritage Foundation by the estate of Larry Dennis. 

 

4. Three small different hard back books about the 

"Flying Tigers". These had also been donated by the 

Larry Dennis estate. 

 

5. A 12"x15" glass faced metal framed color art 

print of a young girl's face, and noting ""SH -SH" 

(quiet with a finger in front of her lips); also noting 

"Vought-Sikorsky Aircraft War Worker Sleeping 

Here". 

 



 

December 17, 2019 -- Vought Heritage Foundation Restoration Volunteers 
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Secretary – Vynita Hutson Newsletter and Publicity – Bob Bardo 

Sergeant-at-Arms – Wat Watkins Newsletter Editor Emeritus – Connie Singleton  

Veterans’ Advocate – Gene Cates 

Volunteer Programs – Johnnie Johnson 

Technical Support and Website* – Roger Stites 

V.P. - Membership Assistant – Ann Christmas 

Call the Club at (817) 478-1885 President, Vought Heritage Foundation – Cathie 

 Barrington 
Email: retireeclub@vought.org   

membershiprc@vought.org    *Vought Heritage Website:  www.vought.org 

 
  

Retirees, call the “Benefits Center” toll free 1-800-577-2145 with questions on retiree benefits. 

 
Printing services provided by Texas Trust Credit Union. 
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 Volunteer Programs – Johnnie Johnson 

 Technical Support and Website* – Roger Stites 

Call the Club at (817) 478-

1885 Chairman of Major Programs – Jim Hill 

Email: retireeclub@vought.org  V.P. - Membership Assistant – Ann Christmas 
membershiprc@vought.org 
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